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Background 
The Political Reform Act has been amended on dozens of occasions by the Legislature or by the 
voters through ballot initiatives. Over time, some amendments to the Act are considered obsolete 
or extraneous. The California Codes require regular maintenance to clean out or eliminate 
provisions and sections that are no longer applicable because time-specific references or cross 
references to sections that were previously repealed.  
 
This bill would repeal six sections and amend another seven sections within the Act to eliminate 
the obsolete or extraneous provisions. The provisions range from references to dates long past, 
cross references to sections previously repealed, or other extraneous sections no longer essential 
to the Act.  
 
 
Analysis 
This bill does the following:  
 

1. Repeal §81016. This section was an implementing section of Proposition 9 in 1974 
directing the Department of Finance to sufficient funds available to the Secretary of State 
to implement the title. Also, it sets the operative date of Proposition 9. This section is 
obsolete and no longer essential.  
 

2. Repeal §82009. This section defines “civil service employee,” a term defined in other 
parts of the California Code. It is extraneous and the Commission may refer to other 
California codes for a definition.  
 

3. Repeal §83123. The Commission no longer has a division of local enforcement to 
enforcement provisions relating to local government agencies. The Commission has long 
ago consolidated into a single Enforcement Division with the authority to enforce the 
Act’s provisions locally, as applicable. This section is obsolete and no longer essential.  
 

4. Repeal §83123.5, subdivision (f). The Commission has successfully completed this 
requirement to report on the performance of the County of San Bernardino agreement. 
This subdivision is no longer applicable and extraneous. 
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5. Repeal §84200.6. This section is extraneous and only repeats filing requirements for 
committees. Committees must comply with the filing requirements regardless of Section 
84200.6 provisions.  
 

6. Repeal §84202, subdivision (b); other conforming amendments. This subdivision is 
extraneous because subdivision (b) cross-references Section 84202.5, which was repealed 
in 2016 (Stats. 2015, Ch. 364).  
 

7. Repeal §84252, subdivision (b). This subdivision is extraneous because subdivision (b) 
cross-references Section 84203.5, which was repealed in 2016 (Stats. 2015, Ch. 364).  
 

8. Amend §84305, subdivision (e), paragraph (2). The amendment repeals a cross-reference 
to Section 84217, which was repealed in 2018 legislation (Stats. 2018, Ch. 662). 
 

9. Amend §84602, subdivision (a), paragraph (1)(A)-(B) and paragraphs (10)-(11). There 
are obsolete date references in these paragraphs that are no longer essential.  
 

10. Repeal §85306 subdivisions (b)-(c). These subdivisions contain obsolete date references 
that are no longer essential.  
 

11. Repeal §85321. This section contains an obsolete date reference that is no longer 
essential.  
 

12. Repeal §87405. This section references persons who left government service prior to the 
effective date of the article. The article was effective in 1980. This section is extraneous.  
 

13. Amend §87500.2, subdivision (c), paragraph (1); subdivision (h). The pilot program 
referred to in this section no longer exists. Striking out obsolete references. An electronic 
filing system used by cities and counties still must receive approval and certification from 
the Commission.  

 
 
Fiscal Impact 
The bill is keyed non-fiscal by Legislative Counsel. 
 
 
Staff Recommendation 

1. Approve the Legislative Counsel draft as presented; 
2. Adopt a sponsorship position; and  
3. Authorize Commission staff to retain an author for bill introduction.  
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