






















































































































































































STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES-COMMISSION
1102 Q Street • Suite 3000 • Sacramento, CA 95811
(916) 322-5660 • Fax (916) 322-0886

Via Certified Mail

January 9, 2018

Lola Skelton

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ENTER DEFAULT DECISION AND ORDER

Re: FPPC No. 16/19779
In the Matter of Lola Skelton

Dear Ms. Skelton:

Enclosed please find a copy of the Default Decision and Order, and accompanying Exhibit
and attachments, for the above-referenced matter. The Fair Political Practices Commission (the
"Commission") will consider these papers at its public meeting on February 15, 2018, and decide
whether to impose the maximum administrative penalty of $10,000 against you.

You were previously served on September 12, 2017 with a Report in Support of a Finding of
Probable Cause ("Probable Cause Report"), advising you of your right to request a probable cause
conference or submit a written response to the Probable Cause Report. You did not request a probable
cause conference, nor did you submit anything in writing for the Commission's Hearing Officer to
consider in his determination of probable cause.

Following the issuance of the Probable Cause Report, the Commission's Hearing Officer
found probable cause that you committed two violations of the Political Reform Act. Thereafter, the
Commission's Chief of Enforcement issued an Accusation against you on these violations. The
Accusation was personally served on you on November 14, 2017. Under the law, you have therefore
received adequate notice of these proceedings and the action filed against you. Under the
Administrative Procedure Act, you were required to file your Notices of Defense within 15 days after
service of the Accusation. You failed to file the Notices of Defense forms. As such, your right to an
administrative hearing on this matter has been forfeited, and you are in a default position.

You may, but you are not required to, provide a response brief, along with any supporting
materials, no later than five calendar days before the Commission hearing at which the default is
scheduled to be heard. Your response brief must be served on the Commission Assistant, at the above
address.

At its public meeting on February 15, 2018 the Commission may impose an administrative
penalty against you in the amount of $10,000, the maximum penalty for the two violations.



Following the issuance of the default order and imposition of the administrative penalty, we
will commence legal proceedings to collect this fine, which may include converting the
Commission's order to a court judgment. Please be advised that administrative penalties for violations
of the Political Reform Act cannot be discharged in bankruptcy proceedings.

This letter is your last opportunity to resolve this matter informally by way of a stipulated
settlement, before the default proceedings are commenced. If we do not reach a resolution, the
enclosed documents will be placed on the Commission's agenda for the February 15, 2018 meeting.
Please contact me at (916) 323-6421 or tgilbertson@fppc.ca.gov if you wish to enter into a negotiated
settlement. Any settlement requires that you immediately file the delinquent statements of economic
interest (Form 700) and hill and completely disclose your interests. Please also note that a Form 700
is due for 2017 on or before April 2, 2018.

Sincerely,

I
T eresa Gilbertson
Commission Counsel
Enforcement Division

Enclosures
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