
California 
Fair Political 
Practices Commission 

August 31, 1989 

Honorable Howard Johnson 
Councilmember, Town of Paradise 
5555 Skyway 
Paradise, CA 95969 

Re: Your Request for Advice 
Our File No. A-89-504 

Dear Councilmember Johnson: 

This is in response to your letter requesting advice regard­
ing your responsibilities under the conflict-of-interest provi­
sions of the Political Reform Act (the "Act").1/ Since your 
request refers to conduct that has already occurred, we cannot 
provide you with advice concerning that conduct. Regulation 
18329(b) (8) (A), (copy enclosed) provides that formal written 
advice will be declined where the "requestor is seeking advice 
relating to past conduct." However, we have provided the 
following materials for your information with respect to future 
situations that may confront you. 2 / 

A Guide to The Political Reform Act of 1974. 
The Political Reform Act. 
Regulations 18700 - 18704.3. 
Cosgrove Advice Letter, No. A-89-120, concerning interests 

in real property. 
Combs Advice Letter, No. A-89-177, concerning sources of 

income. 
Price Advice Letter, No. 1-89-23, concerning interests in 

business entities. 
Martinez Advice Letter, No. I-88-473, concerning direct 

financial effects on a public official. 

1/ Government Code sections 81000-91015. All statutory 
references are to the Government Code unless otherwise indicated. 
Commission regulations appear at 2 California Code of Regulations 
section 18000, et seq. All references to Regulations are to Title 
2, Division 6 of the California Code of Regulations. 

2/ Informal assistance does not provide the requestor with the 
immunity provided by an opinion or formal written advice. (Section 
83114; Regulation 18329(c) (3).) 
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If you have any further questions regarding this matter, 
please feel free to contact me at (916) 322-5901. 

KED:JWW:plh 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

Kathryn E. Donovan 
General Counsel 

ohn W. Wallace 
ounsel, Legal Division 
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Lise A. Young, Vice Mayor 
larry R. Duncan, Council Member 
Bob Jeffords, Council Member 
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California 
Fair Political 
Practices Commission 

Howard Johnson 
Councilmember 
Town of Paradise 
5555 Skyway 
Paradise, CA 95969 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

August 24, 1989 

Re: Letter No. 89-504 

Your letter requesting advice under the Political Reform Act 
was received on August 23, 1989 by the Fair Political Practices 
Commission. If you have any questions about your advice request, 
you may contact John W. Wallace an attorney in the Legal Division, 
directly at (916) 322-5901. 

We try to answer all advice requests promptly. Therefore, 
unless your request poses particularly complex legal questions, or 
more information is needed, you should expect a response within 21 
working days if your request seeks formal written advice. If more 
information is needed, the person assigned to prepare a response 
to your request will contact you shortly to advise you as to 
information needed. If your request is for informal assistance, 
we will answer it as quickly as we can. (See Commission 
Regulation 18329 (2 Cal. Code of Regs. Sec. 18329).) 

You afso should be aware that your letter and our response 
are public records which may be disclosed to the public upon 
receipt of a proper request for disclosure. 

KED:plh 

Very truly yours, 

~t..~ 
Kathryn E. Donovan 
General Counsel 
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